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POQUOSON CITY SCHOOL BOARD PUBLIC HEARING AND 
SPECIAL MEETING 

March 27, 2014 – 6:00 P.M. 
CITY OF POQUOSON COUNCIL CHAMBERS 

 
Present: Garry Carter, Chairman 

Allan Melton 
  Robin Sydnor 
  Gail Whittaker 
  David Hux 
  Anne Rollins 
  Jennifer Parish, Ed.D., Superintendent 
  Amy Colley, Assistant Superintendent for Instruction and Support Services and  
             Deputy Clerk of the Board 
   
I. PUBLIC HEARING.  At 6:00 p.m. Chairman Garry Carter called for any members of the 
public who wished to speak on the Superintendent’s Proposed Budget for FY 15.  No members 
of the public came forward to speak. 
 
II. CALL TO ORDER OF SPECIAL MEETING.  Chairman Carter called the special 
meeting of the Poquoson School Board to order at 6:01 p.m.   
 
III. Consideration of Approval of Superintendent’s Proposed Budget, FY 15.  Dr. Parish 
discussed the budget recommendations, and recommended that the Board approve the proposed 
budget.   
 
Mr. Hux made a motion, seconded by Mr. Melton, that the budget be approved as presented by 
the superintendent. 
 
The Board engaged in discussion about the budget recommendation.  Members discussed the 
VRS required 5% contribution increase, noting that we already have 3% complete and that the 
proposed budget contained another 1% (actually 1.2% to offset any cost to the employee), 
leaving 1% for FY16.  They also noted that state funding may come in but go right back out of 
the budget to pay for VRS.  It was mentioned that the State has created new unfunded mandates 
over the past 5 years despite the reduction in State revenue.  It was noted that Virginia ranks 38th 
in its K-12 funding, nationwide, and that it ranks 13th nationwide in its prison funding.  
 
Board members expressed their appreciation for all that our teachers do for students and learning 
and all indicated a strong desire to get back to the compensation issue when the budget outlook 
improves.  It was noted that PCPS has made almost $5 million in cuts during past 5 years to 
include 50.5 positions, and that without additional funding more positions will be eliminated. 
Board members noted that the strong support of the schools by City Council is apparent and 
appreciated during these financially challenging times.  
 
A discussion followed about the State revenue reductions coming as a result of our increased 
Local Composite Index.  PCPS had the largest increase in the entire Hampton Roads area and 



Poquoson City School Board Minutes 
March 27, 2014 
Page 2 of 2 
 
was the only division to have a significant increase in the LCI on the peninsula.  An increase in 
the LCI means the locality has a greater ability to pay for schools so the State reduces its 
funding.  It was noted that the state has not re-compensated the schools for what they have 
reduced over the years. 
 
While PCPS continues to achieve despite the deep cuts, it was recognized that the ability to 
sustain this will become more and more difficult the longer the schools go without increased 
funding.  The City Manager and Council members have indicated that the school system is one 
of 2 budget priorities for the City and the School Board again expressed its appreciation of the 
support.  They indicated that the proposed budget and support helps move the schools forward 
and keeps students and their learning first.  
 
Vote was taken: 
 
VOTE:  6:0 
Ms. Rollins, Aye; Mr. Hux, Aye; Ms. Whittaker, Aye; Ms. Sydnor, Aye; Mr. Melton, Aye; 
Chairman Carter, Aye 
 
III. ADJOURNMENT.   There being no further business before the Board, Chairman Carter  
adjourned the meeting at 6:15  p.m. 
 
 
 
___________________________   _________________________________ 
Steven Kast, Vice Chairman    Amy Colley, Deputy Clerk of the Board 
 
 
_____________________________ 
  Date 


